
PonderJust'AB
Prelude

The following is gleaned f;'om
an old fnend who now lives in rhe
Corn Belt Slit g.e;'. 'n in the late
50si60s with practical parents.,A
mother, God iove her, 

"r'ho
washed aluminum foil after .he
cooked in it, then reused it. She
rvas the original recYcle queen,
befoie they had a name for it. A
father who was haPPier getting
old shoes fixed than buYing new
ones. Their marriage was good,
their dreams ir",rsed. Thc,-r besi
friends lived barely a wave away.
I can see them now, dad in
trousers, T-shirt and a hat and
morn in a house Jress, lawn
ri.ower in one hand an I iiish
towci in tl're other. It was the time
for ffxing things. A curtain rod,
the kitchen radio, screen door,
the oven door, the hem in a dress.
Things we keep.

. it was a way of life, and some-
' times it made me crary. All the
I refixing, eating, renewing; I
J wanted just once to be wasteful.- Waste meant affluence.

$\he warrrtilt of irhe irospital room,
/ wa.. struck s'ith .the Pain of
Yrrning that sometimes there

that moved owz- cr fl ; {smate
we grew up tlitl 'i here t jugt
some things tlal tn-.' :na, life
imDortant, like p:oPle v"he'
,,,'ing, even tli ugh they
moved away and F. r we iirst keep
tiieil:i:).-",.
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God won't ask what Your job
title was;

1V0n 't ask how rralt'r
' .:DtEBS*lOti irar.i,

won't ask in 'vhat tleigh'

have to ask hr

clothes 5'ou had .n )'our closet;
He'lI ask horv mai"Y Yt:u helPed to

'-'-G6d won't ask what Your higlt-
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to

rsn't anymore

true
and oid cars and

bad report cards and dogs

borhood -' 'r lived; fl,illal+-i19y
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cf 5'our skin; Hgll-ask aboiit th.-'.

caltgnllgfuaur4ba\a-{t }",
- God won't ask tvh it tuoK You

so iong to seek sallation,rHJ#lcare

riage
with

!

with bad hips and aging Parents
and grahdpirents. We keeP them
beca"use we are worth it. Some
things we keeP. Like a best friend

many People ]'ou fci'warded t'
coluinn fo; FIe alreaqlrr i'
your decision.
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